
Dear Band Students and Parents: 

I am honored to be teaching band at Christ the King.  Learning to play a musical 
instrument is exciting, yet challenging.  All of the finest performers I have met have 
acquired their musical skills through patience and hard work.  Our goal is to have fun 
while becoming musicians who have a good basic knowledge of their instrument and 
discipline that will help them be successful in everything they do.  Here is what we 
need to do to help achieve this goal: 

1. Choose an instrument! 
This part can be a tough decision.  All of the instruments are equally hard to 
become proficient at, but some may be natural or easy to play.  Drums are the 
most requested by students and in the least demand by band directors, but flutes, 
clarinets, trombones, etc. are in greater demand.   

2. Acquire the instrument either through the school rental program ($50 per year) or 
through a local music company.  Going through a music company is highly 
recommended due to the schools limited resources for providing and maintaining 
working musical instruments. 

3. Students should take the instruments home and practice 30 minutes four days a 
week.  If you think of the example: when you practice doing fractions for 1 hour a 
week then are required to take a test are you going to succeed? Band is no 
different; you must practice multiple times a week to become proficient in your 
instrument.    

A band member at Christ the King will be in band for only about 100 minutes per week.  
Little will be accomplished on the instruments if that is all the time that the student 
spends practicing the instrument.  I will send home practice record sheets so that each 
student’s practice time at home can be documented and the effort can help determine 
the direction of the band.  If everyone works hard, we can get through the method 
book quickly and work on materials that are challenging and fun for everyone.   

I also recommend that students take private lessons if time and money allows.  A 
private teacher is a specialist on the student’s instrument who can give quality one-on-
one instruction that cannot be accomplished in a short class period among 25+ 
students playing different instruments. 

Remember, our goal is to have fun while preparing for the future.  The better everyone 
is playing, the more fun we will have. 

Sincerely 

John Donnelly 


